him and his purse she was always appealed
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o s an- :
- '-zio - -:—-l-_-:.—-!_.—ﬂ — e 7=
- straggle buck into it before aven | tendant furnished by the doetor, she - , roug!
; -a.‘-‘n‘:’-mwdhtheglnv. Dr. mr.nu-u:my‘-im:w #ly, E‘mﬁoﬂj:mﬂl -llllh. o
- Duchesse, with & c;dchn gesture, I}x and that when any nrose .v.laﬁcw Ma o, filled
saide his companions bul ‘ot before rse sh beated dust h
e e e R e e 7
; & of that ¢ ; - od that al intelloct was not helped in its awakening, n ol
Al th d of that deep, lear voloe— | Duchesne finally sdmitted 4 . o
"h.::pedn i hrtt.lh“h‘:i turned in ::m";:t&e;tu;ag apits yei h!vnﬂ.»d"lua xm&ﬁ&hﬁmfgam .
‘ ) - o P
::nﬁu:n. Tlaueﬂl?:- moved and uttered | in g the change the very streng | mestic animal he always returned to the nis _
equity .."‘I

factor that Josephime had become in his

&
girl as frankly which a

that was the speech of no living man! With
a single, desperale, almost mhlun
Stephen  Forsyth bou aside,

dngle d t The girl recoiied.
n "!Oll':pllll :;h:-:w," nii the dootor,

mentul recovery, the m
r\ﬂly. intent only upon the lorm before | suggestad that he
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Coming thenee one day she espied him on

i is time hesn d ted, jth all his | the mountain.side leaning againet a pro- \
l:lh u&'ﬁ:ﬁ"ﬁ :ﬁn,'l:: ‘::;mg n‘::‘;}; :'::tbg.::m f:r'c:i’n lml :! mfa:bul jocﬂ‘::l Ie&:: .tz.l;lu l‘lﬂtl 80 n':t and im- | leaped h“mbiumd“mm m l:kpp.rl.. .g ber mﬁ ‘ﬂ-ﬂu “"u
i : distrust of some of its d ez, and per- | movable compell wan from . ﬁu
“W%.lt’s matter? What's all about?” h:!n was -;u m keep I.IEI.- mm }.l:‘:;t ;le .Mh::::' h'y“mi;,ﬂ Iuw' -'ﬁg hﬁ.: i
said the man, thickly. ) esting case in hands A mmu g toxi- m. o Tespecied hm.
‘wz?'“ e Tum 2 2 ::n ﬁnﬁ?ﬁmyzuﬂndl’. But the Half veiled by the heat that rose quiver- m't emboldensd M&n await .

do you live?”

her return in ﬂldl'“sﬂ!h with
' 3 - d stupefaction ofber parents | ingly from the fiery canon below, the do- bows of inveative lifted javelips of ag- |.
= _nl‘n.wf;:ummwh“::g Ez’rmw O;IE :ﬂ:i- cv:::n? oourhnuon of suspicions | main of Burnt Ridge stretched away before gression, recoiled Befors the M&h& Trae enongh, §f s difficalt to seil s "larpe | g SN
Jooked grave, but recovered him- | they had as yet only baltbelieved, was | bim, uutll, Lol fa snccessios tareaces of this oid-beowed Minerrs, who galloped.
: with supersti read. contemptuonsly e
eyl Tomr b son aew | s e i B nag e D o o e e §
L] m -
g ¥ o ot ey e or ‘it s surieptitious lover thos | tuaity o try o0os mors 4o swaken the her window and porh
ﬁ‘. spoke wzl?’e‘:onxi: just mow,” sbe | strategically brought under h::-l I;:ioﬂ F.n?: l’::nm.l“l lﬂm' her “q“é:-.ﬁf::l::; b'.!‘“f‘:?h‘  §
said eagerly. “Did you hear what be said?" | fuce they refrainetl fom open o€ Vs, bt to draw from him some indication of 1 - :
d;?ﬂ' mﬂi:'u; ::::n the doctor abstract- ;:r::h:.n‘mw“ of their suepicion left them ?o s e i:'f' of ?: ::i “::wnnl harself :
“Hismid Toull have to kill me frst”” | Tt was thunthatthevicgla Chaselaine of | map thes neroilsd balind b ot b ey O e o B iy
said Josophbine slowly. “::'\m,l,dgzmn her pale and handsoms | the overhanging ledge on the road where ght divergence

| “Humph!™ said the dootor abstractedly,
'hil band beckward atid Torward be-
mﬁu's eyes to note mny change in

-ghe staring pupils,

"Y¥es ' continued Jokphinejnvt!y. “I
suppose,” she added cautiously, *‘he was
thinking of the operation—of what you had
Just done to him.™
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test; whose silken bearded lips and mad,
fhild like eves might have suggested a mors
Exalted Sufferer in their absence of any sog-
gestion of a grosser materisl manhood. But
even this imagioative sppeal did not enter
ioto ber feelings. She felt for ber good-look-
ing, helpless patient a found snd h t
pity. I do not know whether ghe had ever

ose in his abstracted eyes She bit her .
lipa: she was beooming irritated in.
Tgnil ocourred to her that instead of® ap-
peali: to hopeless  memory,

better trust to some unreflective

;
S
g
:

g

e

il

g
3
g
3
E

-

she
antomatic instinet independent of it, and
she put the question & little forward:

“What I had do-n_e_lf_him? Obh, yes! heard that “‘pity was akin to love.” She | “When you Jeave us whers will you go s
CHAPTER IL would probably have resented that ntterly | from here?” He stirred slightly and turned 5 _::"_

untenable snd atrocious commonplace, | toward !tnr. Bh_e repanod er query slowly “
Before noon the nex! day it was known There was no suggestion, real or 1linsive, of | and patiently with signs and gestures ree- e

ognized between them. A faint glow of in-
telligence struggled into hus eyes; he lifted
his arm slowly and pointed.

throughout Burnt Ridge Valley that Dr

any previous masterful quality in the msan
Duocbhesse bad performed a difficuls opera-

which might have made his present depend-
ent condition picturesque by contrast. He

tion upon an unknown man who had been
picked up unconecions from a fall and ear-

had come to her handicapped by an unro-

“Ah! those white peaks—the Sierras?"

~ - tic accident and a practical wantof en- | she asked eagerly. No reply. “Beyond 3
¥iod to Burnt Ridge 'B.n_u:h_ But, although ::-:r: ai;d intellect. Hepwoulli have to touch | them?” }
the unlortunate man's life was saved by the her interest anew if, indesd, he wonld ever o e ¥ 1%
operation, be had ouly momentarily recov- | ypeeed in dispelling the old impression. | "The States? No reply. “Furiber mg:,‘..,u.m.;., and steady eyes, i
ered comsciousness—relapsing iuto u semi- | His beauty,in a community of picturesquely | still?,’ ) ] » but s paler cheek. I
idiotic state, which effectively stopped the | handsome men, bad lictle weight with ber, | He remained so patiently quiet and still Ab, he begun in Spanish, which he him- =
discovery of any clew to his friends or his | €xcept to sccent the cootrast with fuller inting that she leaned forward and, fol- self had taught ber as s child, it was & s V| 1
oy Ry A - id manhood. owing with her eyes the direction of his strange mmp-hf there to-night; but & 7
SENEN SA5 30 SNSRIy, i SoSest Her life had given ber no allusions in re- | hand, saw that he was pointing to the sky. then, mother of God | it was s strauge, &
which in that rode community—snd evea | o0 o ther sex. She had found thew, | Then a great quiet fell upon them. The terrible thing that she had done fo him—old :
in some¢ more civilized ones—conveyed a E:\revrr, more congenial and safer compan- | whole mountain side seemed to her to be Miguel, her unole’s servant; he that had *
vagoe impression of some contributery in- | jons then women, snd more scoessible 10 | hushed as if to sllow her s:d;-mp sud real- known heras n muehacha; he that had lived
expacity on the part of the wictim or some | her own sense of justice and honor. In re- | ize the pathos of the ruined lite at ber side, all his life at the ranche—ay, and whoss
Providential interference of = retributive | turn they bad respected and admired rather | which it had koown so long, but which she fathers beforg him had lved ﬂ“.u their
charseter, Burnt RBidge gave itself little | than loved her, in spite of her womanly | had'never felt il now. The tears came to lives and driven the esttle over the very
trouble sbout it It is unnecessary 10 | graces. If she had at times contemplated | her eyee; in her swift revalsion of feeling spot whers she now stood, befors the thiev-
say that Mr. snd Mrs. Forsyth gave J eventus] marriage, it was only as s possible | she caught the thin uplifted hand between ing Amerieans came here! But he would
thempelves mnd Josephine much more. | practical partnership in her business; butas | her own. It seemed to her that he was be calm; yes, the senora should find him
They bad & theory =mnd s grievaues, | she lived ins eonn;r;; where merethought_ it ;bomt;o ra.i;a 1;t_n1em tndl;u llD:,dbui she wg:- ' m.nm. ."1.:““. 'h.;. hﬂﬁinb
tizfied the first that the alleged vie- | a dishonering proof of incompetency to rise | drew them bastily and moved away. &) . o. He wounld speak. he—Miguel
g‘m wat :?r:nken tramp, who su.‘i.n:ﬁued to | by their wives superior fortune, she bad | had 4 strange fear thatif hehad kissed them EE APPEARED T0 BE DUMBLY ABSORBED IN THE PROSPECT. ivuld contaia himeelf; y-‘:hhi” |
have s bole bored in hishead in order o 1 been free irom that E;d of persecution, even | it might seem as if & pet dog had touched tered himself, but could be restrain others?
them—or—it might not. The next day she I der, after an sccident that might | Ah, yes others—that was it. Could he keep
felt & consciousness of this in his pressnce, | trembled, collapsed, and sank in an undis- | down yon gl th lows trainn. | Maunsl and and Pl
and & wish that he was well pured and aray: tinguisbable heap to the gronad. - Ravs SUH s+ ot Bt uf:i to talking to mm sievye,
St determiaed to commalt Dr: Truchiapon | Whes Josephine el escasl o 1 o somuty Bl asash lois ibdes fhie | fhut ¢ brate of a Shipley, fof whote
i i i an she was v J ]
< S iy el Et:nz;l:i‘:; g;?hc:r h:llplon atient in s fit | kindly roof. It was not my fault, a8 you | sake she off her old servant that

But the doctor, seoure in the welfare of
:;hh r&ieg:ﬁ had not vi;it.:]d hll,:;fll::;l{, and

e found hersell presen a n the
business of the n:ohg, wh{eh at this season | *mploye, she had the unfortunate man cﬁ:n-
was particulurly trying. There had also | veyed to his room—but not untglll shef hnd
been 8 quiirrel between Dick Shipley, lier | thonghtfully rearranged the disorder of her
will foremun, and Miguel, her ablest ‘and | desk and closed the open drawers with-
most trusted vaquero, and in her strict senne | Out atirasciing Dick Bhipley's ltl.cntlol:u.
of impartial justice she was obli toside | In the morning hearing that i‘ e
on the meriia of the cass with Shipley | potient was still in the semi-conscions
ragaingt her oldest retainer. This troubled | exbaustion of his Iate sitack, but withaut
her, as she knew that with the Mex- | 5ecing him, she sent for Dr. Duchesne, The
1ean sature, fidelity and loyalty were | doctor arrived while she was sbsent at the
not momixed with quick and unres- | Mill, where, after s careful examination of
soning jealousy. For this reason she | Bis patient, he sought her with some little
was - somewhat watchful of the two | eXcitement, e
men when work was over and there "Well?'_’ she said "_1“1 eager r:hlrify
was & chance of their being thrown togeth- | '“Well, it looks as if your wish would be
er. Onpce or fwice she had remnined u grngﬁmi_h Ygu_ﬁnn& ::kl Il:.:.d mﬁepﬁ: s

est Mj turning | t, but the physi bortt ’

?a::;n :: Sun mﬁﬁ:, nﬁﬂﬁ 5i:hm:’gu‘:: mental machinery again. He has recov- % lgut you are far fru}nhzh::z yo:,din h:‘.
diente and a recollection of his wrongs, and | ered his faculties; his memory in returning; | the doctor says rdw mig hna:;l:n i’.-pn
to see him safely bestowed before sho her. | be thinks “dd'ff-‘h coberently; he isus g};}m;n;:l:z ::mo’;:: o g yld;
onlfmealood. X130 on cme of Haas oo | 0 esnniing. aeatiebi e |  “Thak's tran ihe uid?ninkly.’ “ re.

kaoow, that all this did not come out sooner;

but while it doesn't lessen your ‘Wtyi

it doesn’t lessen my debt, and lmmnﬁh
'ardon

on the floor of her room. ith the assist-
apoeof her mow eonverted and penisent

eannot hope to ever repay you I can af
keep the score from running up, P
my speaking so bluntly, but my excuse for
speaking as all was to say ‘Good-by’ snd
*God bless you,” Dr. Duchesne has promised
to give me a lift on my way in buggy
when he comes.™

There was a slight tonch or bitterness in
his voice in spite of its -dnnaillnh
struck the young girl as a weak and even "
ungéntlemanly note in his otherwise seli-
abnegating and nndemonl}t:ﬂwi;tt.i‘tr‘(!llk. o -
If he was & common tramp he wonlda = gazed at her with & ser
in that way; and if he wasn't, why did he mmm
lie? Her practioal good sense here asserted

sions, however, that she learned that Dick
Shipley, bearing that Mignel had dispar-
aged bim freely at the Posada, had broken
the discipliny of the ranch and absented
himsel! the same night that Hignai “had
leave,” with & view of facing his antago-
nist on his own ground, To prevent this -
the fearless girl at onoe secretly set out
alone to overtake snd bring back the de-
linguent.

For two or thiee hours the house was thus
left to the sole occupancy of Mr. and Mrs,
Forsyth and the invalid—a fact only dimly
suspected by the latier, who had become

ely conscious of Josephine's anxiety,
snd bad noticed the sbsence of light and
miovement in her room. It was, therefore,
that, having risen n and mechanieally
taken his seat in porch to wait her re-
turn, he was startled by hearing her volies
in the shadow of the lower poreh, sccom-
nied by a hurried tapping agsinst the
oor of the old couple. The illf-r‘nmninz
man arose and would have moved toward it,
but suddenly he stopped ri idly, with white
g;}l parted lips and vacanily distended eye-
L 8

Meantime the voice and mufled tappin
bad brought the tremulous fingers of ol§
Forsyth to the door-latch. He opened the
door partly; a slight figure that bad besa
larking in the shadow of the porch pushed
zﬂlidly through the cgening. There wasa

t outery quickly hushed, and the door
closed ngain. The rays of & single candle
showed the two old veople hysterically
clasping in their arms the re that had
entered, a slight but vicious-looking young
fellow of five-and-twenty.

doctor’s koitted eychrows, Y member I was quite played out when I en- |
ﬂF‘I am not yet ::n'. whetler it was there- | tered the settloment, Im‘:’“k B h:g
sult of some shock he doesn’t remembar, or | perted from even soms little es I earri

tation brain with me. Iam afraid I was & poor find to
it e SV i J those who picked me up, snd you ought to

THE YOUXG GIRL CONFRONTED HIM WITH STEADY EYES. -

foist himsell upon the ranche, they were
d in their protests, even hinoling at s con-
sbirscy between Josephine and the stranger
to supplant ber brother in the property, as
be had slready iz the spare bedroom.
“Didn't all thut yer hsppen the very night
she prétended to go for Stephen—eh?. Tell
me that! And didn't she have it all ar
e with the buggy to bring him here,

#s that sneaking doctor himsell let out—eh?

from men who might have worshiped her in
hopeless and silent honor.

_For lhi.shremn 1h¢r:drin m:th!ug in the
situstion that suggested a single comprom
ing speculation in the mlndga of the neigh-
bore, or disturbed her own uility.
There seomed to be nothing §n the future
excepl & powible reliefl to her curlosity.
Some day the unfortunste man's reason

il y

il
|

Looks mighty curious, don't it?" she mat-
tered darkly to the old man. But although
that gentleman, even from his own selfish
view, would scarcely have spbwitied toa
surgical operation and Iater idiocy as the
ige of insuring comicrtable dependency,
hud no doubt others were base enough to
~doit; and lent = willing ear to his wile's
suspicicon
Josephine’s personal knowledge of the
siranger wentia litile further. Dr. Duchesne
had confessed to her his professional disap-
pointment at the iocomplete results of the

would be restored, and he would tell his
simple history. Perhaps he might explain
what was in his mind when he turned to her
the first evening with that singular sentence
which bad often recurred strangely to ber
she knew not why. It did not strike ber
until lpter thst it was beeause it had been
the solitary indication of an en nnd oa-
pacity that seemed unlike him. Neverthe
less, sfter that explanation, she would have
been quite willing to bhave shaken hands
with him and b

And yet—for there was an unexpressed
remainder in her thought—she was never
entirely free or uninfiuenced in his presence,

"“There, — itI"" he said impatiently, in
the voice whose rich depth was like Jose-
phine’s, but whose queralons accents were
those of the two old people before him, “‘lot
me go, and guit that, I dida"t come heretwo
bestrangled! I want some money—money,
you hear! Devilish quick, tog, for I've got
to be off again before daylight Bo look
sharp, will you?”

*‘But, Btevy dear, when you didn’t come
that time three months sgo, but wrote from
Los Angeles, you said yoa'd made a strike
st last, and''—

W hat are

He had saved the man’s Iife,
but as not his reason. There was still
bo; wever, for the dingnosis revealed |
lnmng that wight prejodice a favormble

It was s most interesting case,
He would watch it carefully, and as soon as
the patient could be removed wonld take
him to the county bospital, where, under
his own eyes, the poor fellow would have
the benefit of the latest science and the high-
exi specialisis. Phwsically he was doing re-
markably well; indeed, he must have been
& five young chap, free from blood taint or
wicious ocomptiestion, whose flesh had
bealed like an infunt’s. Iishould be re
corded that it was at this juncture that Mrs,
Forsyth first learned that a silver plate let

u talking about?’’ he inteft
rupted violentr;. “That was just my lyin’
to keep you from worryin' me. Three
months sgo—three months age! Why, you
must bave been crasy to have swallowed it;
I hadn‘t a cent.” .

"““Nor have we,” maid the old woman
shrilly. **That hellish sister of yours still
keeps us like beggars. Our only hope was
¥ou, our own bo; And now you only come

The flickering vacaney of his sad eyes
sometimes became fixed with a resolute im-
mobility ander the gentle questioning with
which she had sought to draw oat his fac-
uliies, that both piqued and exasperated
her. He could say *‘ves” or “no,” as sbe
theught, intelligently, but he conld mnot
uiter a coherent sentence nor write s word,
except like n cl;i]d in imitation of his copy. e
She taught him to repest after her the | t0—10 -
names of the inanimate objects in the room, “But she has money; she's doing well,
then the names of the doctor, fs mitend- | 8nd sbe shall give it to me," he wont on
ant, the seryant and finally ber own under | 8ogrily. “She can’t bully me with her
her Chiristisn prenomen, with fronties fa- | business airs and morality. Who else has
wiliarity; but when she pointed to him- E:: A "'g,h‘ to share, if it is not her own
self be waited for her to name him! ther?’
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THERE WAS A MOMENT OF SUSPENSE.

cxta that the operation bad not beem sue- | have taken warning., Bu
cessful and there was :;ill some ph 1
ressure or obstruction there; in w ense
¢ would be subject to thesa 'attacks all his

life.”

into the artful stranger's skull | In wain she tried him with all the Alus for the fatuousness of human vieions- *And you think his renson came before
whs &n adjunct of the lLealing wpro- | mascaline names she knew; his 'was | ness! Had the unhappy couple related the | the fit or after?”’ said the girl thoughtfally.
cess! Convinced that this infamous | nut one of them, or he would mot or | simple fucts they knew sbout the new guest “I conldn’t say. Had anything hap- And

extravagance was pari and parcel of the

iracy, that it was ooly the beginming
mr sssimilations of the Forsrths' me-
tallic substance, that it was probably pol-
ished snd buraished with a folsome inserip-
tion 1o the doctor’s ekill, and would paes
into the possession and adornment of & per-
fect siranger, her rage knew oo bounds. He
or kis frieads ought to be made to pay for it
of work it out! In vain it war declared that

could not speak it. For st times she rejoct-
ed the professiopal diotum of the dootor
that the faculty of memory was wholly par-

at Burnt Ridge che, and the manoer of | paned?*

bis introduotion, they might h“.'ﬁ"d & | * T was away, and found him on the floor
catastrophe, and this chronicle bave | on my return,” she answered half uneasily.
alyzed or held in_abey even to the | ended bere. After a pause she asked, “Then he has told
balt-nutomatie recoHeetion of his letters, But the old woman broke into a vindictive | vou his name and all sbout himsal{?™

yet she inconsistently began to teach him | ery: ““Who else, Steve—who else? Why, "Yes, it's nothing st alll He was a
the alphabet, with the same method, snd— | the alut has bronght & man here—a snesk- | stranger just arrived from the States, going
in her sublime unconscionsmess of his man- | ing, deceitful, und crazy lover” | to the mines—the old story; had no near re-
hood—with the same discipline as if he wers “Ob, has sbe?” said the young man | Iations, of course; wasn't missed or naked
& very ¢hild. ‘When be had recovered suffi- | fiercely, yet secretly pleased uf this prom- | after; remembers walking along the ridge |

here?™"
“1 don't think i“' postmaster here
Boxir (T B T e e
5 u 5
here is the dostor comi; by.*"

pecnliar, yet

and held out his
_ Had he hoos
she would
offered

t mt the
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ranch,

'@ few dollars were all that was found in the | ciently to lesve his room, she would lead | isi evidence of his sister's human wesk- [ and fslling over; pame, John Baxter, of '
man's sod that no memoranda gave | him to the porch before widdow and nn:I.‘ “Whers is lhl:'r T'll go to her. She's | Maine,” pn;ni.s::l relaxing info & L
moy indieation of hir nawe, friends or history | make him contented und happy by allowisg | in ber room, I suppose,” and before th slight smile, ndded: “I haven't spoiled be would
beyoud the sugfestion that be came from a | him 1o watch ber at work st her desk, oc- | could restrain him be had thrown off th romance, have 17"
distance. This was clearly s partof thecon- | casionaly answering his wondering impeding embraces and across the “No," she said, with an answering smile, :
npirscyl Even Josephine’s practionl good | with & word or stirring his feculties with o | hall twoold people looked st each s the doctor walked britkly away she
semse was obliged fo take note of this singu- | question. I grieve to say that her purents | other, Even this powerfal ally, whese | slightly knitted her pretty brows, bung her
lar sbeence of all record regarding him, uud | had taken advam of this publicity and howe were ne means
the apparent obliterstion of everything | his sapposed hel condition to show

their disgust of his assumption to ths ex-

that might be responsible for his uitimate
fate. . wreme of making [wees at him—an aet which

H friendless, belpless and even | be resented with snch s fnrious glare that
they retreated hurriedly to their own ve-
randab. A fresh somewhat incoa-
sintent grievance was ndded to their -
ouyl indictment of him: *IT we ain’t found
dead in our bed with our throats bt by that
woman's erazy husband” [they had sottled
by this time lhli; there - been a

of Burnt Ridge Ranch us if be hud beea =
mew-born foundling laid st ber door, But
mere claim of weakness wus got sll; it

to
; htt:r.ﬁtdhilhdﬂwtlldhu voice on
[ ihat fatefnl night his eyes hod always fol-

., . be 7 .‘ TS Aaid
. . 4 ‘\E.sr .‘-‘ i

tise mi ] “we'll
Rt 2 E"'@'«“:.. -
Mh&wt ol impeied ik i on B

e




